WOESHIP OF THE FIELDS

somewhat fuller description of it The worshippers
assembled at the Lupercal, a cave on the
hill there goats and a dog were sacrificed,
two youths belonging to the two colleges of Fabiatt
and Quintian (or Qmntilian) Luperci had their
foreheads smeared with the knife used for the*
sacrifice and wiped with wool dipped in nulk~a&
which point it was ordained that they should
laugh Then they girt on the skins of the slain
goats and, after feasting, ran their course round
the boundaries of the Palatine hill, followed each
by his own company of youths, and striking
women on their way with strips, known as februae
or Iimonis amicula, cut from the goats' hides,
Here we have a summary of many of the im-
portant points which we have noticed in the
rustic festivals from the pre-Koman stratum
comes the idea of communion with the sacrificed
animal in the smearing of the blood and the
wearing of the skin, and also the magic charm
involved in the striking of the women to procure
fertility, it is typical of the true feeling of Boraa^
religion that we cannot with any certainly tell
what deity was associated with the rite, though
probably it was Faunus the rustic character of
the ceremony is indicated by the bowl of milk i&
which the wool was dipped and the
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